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EARTH DAY 2009 ON THE CHIPPEWA FLOWAGE 
by John Kaiser 

 
April 22, 2009 - Today we did a shoreline erosion project at the CC Bridge South landing on the Chippewa 
Flowage in honor of Earth Day.  The WI DNR and the Chippewa Flowage Area Property Owners Association 
co-hosted the project and we had a big group of kids from the Hayward Middle School come out to do the 
majority of the work.  The CFAPOA volunteers cooked the lunch of hamburgers, hot dogs, chips and over 
150 homemade cookies baked by Marlen Kaiser.  DNR personnel including Neal Kephart (Chippewa Flow-
age Manager), Terriyl Buchman, (Private Lands Forester), and Dave Kafura (Shoreline Regulation Specialist) 
provided all the material and training for the project.  Volunteers for the CFAPOA were Directors Denny 
Clagett, Terry Kinderman, Chris Jeffords, and John Kaiser.  They were joined by CFAPOA members Darrell 
& Jean Weihert, Jay Weigen and Marlen Kaiser for the day’s exciting activities.  The guys provided instruc-
tions and supervision while Marlen & Jean set up the lunch.  A lot was accomplished as you can see by the 
pictures.  We had great weather and the great feeling of a job well done!!  Thanks to all the volunteers and 
the kids who we hope feel they did something special to help the earth. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teenagers and adults making a differenceTeenagers and adults making a difference  
on the Chippewa Flowageon the Chippewa Flowage  
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CHIPPEWA FLOWAGE STORAGE RESERVOIR FORECAST FROM XCEL 
 

Elevation as of June 16, 2009:  1311.93 ft. 
 

Season of the Year:  Summer 2009 
 

Typical Summer Target Low Elevation:  1310.5 ft. (2.5 ft. drawdown) 
 

2009 Projected Summer Low Elevation:  1310.0 ft. (3.0 ft. drawdown) 
 

Comments 
• Based on the current reservoir level, inflow rates, and the anticipated needs for water downstream, Xcel Energy intends to draw 

down the reservoir to elevation 1310.0 ft. (3 ft. drawdown) this summer.  An extended period of below normal precipitation will likely 
continue to negatively impact inflows to the reservoir through the remainder of 2009. 

• If above normal precipitation occurs during the summer months, the reservoir target elevation may be adjusted slightly upward de-
pending on whether inflows into the reservoir increase. 

• Current projections are to maintain reservoir elevations above 1311.5 ft. through the end of June, if inflows to the reservoir do not 
decrease below the required minimum discharge flow of 250 cfs from the dam.  If electrical generation needs increase in June due 
to hot weather, unanticipated power plant outages, or if the current drought situation intensifies, additional water could be removed 
from the reservoir during June to increase generation at hydro plants downstream. 

• Inflows to the reservoir are currently around 350 cfs, which are below normal for mid-June and below 2008 values.  Inflows into the 
reservoir are expected to decrease considerably if precipitation remains at or below normal levels. 

• The required minimum discharge (250 cfs) from the dam will be maintained at all times with increases in outflow at times during the 
summer season for downstream river flow augmentation. 

• Xcel Energy will notify the public in the event that reservoir levels are anticipated to decrease below the 1310.0 ft. elevation. 

2009 FISHING HAS NO BOUNDARIES EVENT 
This was that organization’s 22nd event on the Chippewa Flowage. 

Below is a reprint from their newsletter about the event. 
 

 A sunny but windy Friday started out with registration and a very impressive opening ceremonies.  Members of the LCO AMVETS 
served as color guard, the LCO Drums performed and the Banner singers from Hayward High School sang the National Anthem.  
Fishing was good and many fish were registered.  The Friday Night Fish Fry was as delicious as always.  As in the past, members of 
the Hayward Lions came to cook this meal for us.  Lions members Bill Moebs and Tom Mansfield dished up fresh popped popcorn all 
day.  Entertainment was provided by the Dirt Jumpin’ DJ Josh Kuster with his music and Karaoke. 
 Saturday brought a visit from Jack Frost and we even saw some snowflakes.  The Medical Team decided it was just too cold to go 
out, but everyone was invited to stay or come back for the big cook-out in the evening.  A group from Marshfield came prepared with 
plans to play Bingo and had many donated prizes.  Some stayed and others went to town or back to their places of lodging to play 
cards, watch TV or nap.  There was a very good turn out for Larry Poppe’s great smoker roasted turkey and pork roasts and all the 
fixing's. 
 Presentations of donations were made by the LCO Tribal Governing Board, Rock River Valley Volunteers, Kline’s Club 88 of Beloit, 
Devil Dogs of the Rock Marine Corp League, Beloit Wal-Mart and Blueberry Oasis Motorcycle Riders. 
 The four Armed Forces Veterans attending were honored and also the eight Participants who had attended 20 or more events.  
The Ray Larsen Memorial Award for the Guide of the Year was awarded to long time Volunteer, Art Malin of Stone Lake. 
 Prizes for the Guide’s Drawing were donated by SC Johnson & Sons, Inc./Johnson Outdoors of Racine, WI  The past several years 
there were representatives present to award the prizes themselves, but they were unable to come this year.  The very lucky winners 
of a Sonar/GPS Fish Locator were Mark Kauffman of Sparta, WI and Rich Theder of Hayward.  A third locator is being donated to the 
local chapter for the Fall Fund Raiser.  Josh Kuster again provided the music for the evening entertainment. 

 Sunday was a beautiful day and fishing was extra good, to somewhat make up for the lost Saturday.  After a quick 
lunch of home made subs, the Award Ceremonies began.  First place winners were given medals, a special 1st place 
hat and a wooden fish plaque made by Jerry Schick of Brillion, WI.  Second place winners got medals, a rod and reel 
and a $10 gift card. Third place winners got medals and a $10 gift card. The medals were donated by Ken and Judy 
Bonser of Couderay and the gift cards were donated by John West, Friendship, WI.  An anonymous donor gave a 
special rod and reel to go to the Participant catching the biggest crappie and that was presented to Travis Gordon, 
Caledonia, MN. 
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ARE YOU PREPARED FOR WILDFIRE? 
Helping Your Home Become “Firewise” 

The article below is a reprint from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources - DNR-FR-284 2006 
 

 Improving your home’s chance of surviving a wildfire can seem like an overwhelming task – one that you 
may feel is impossible to achieve.  Not So!  Research shows that flying embers (firebrands) and creeping sur-
face fire are significant contributors to the loss of homes to wildfires…sometimes hours after the fire has 
passed.  A critical factor in determining whether or not a home will survive a wildfire are features of the struc-
tures construction and the type, amount, and maintenance of vegetation surrounding the house. 
 

 Defensible space refers to the area between buildings and an oncoming wildfire where the fuels have 
been modified enough to reduce wildfire threat and to provide an area where firefighters can safely work to 
defend the structures.  With enough fuel reduction in the defensible space, your home may even be able to 
survive a wildfire without firefighter assistance.  To begin making your home and property “Firewise,” start 
with the buildings on you property and work you way outward following these guidelines: 
 

Around your home or cabin: 
√ Clean needles, leaves, and branches off roofs and out of rain gutters.  This kind of material ignites easily. 
√ Clean areas that tend to be natural traps for leaves and pine needles, such as on and under decks, off 

window ledges, and next to foundations. 
√ Ensure all eaves, vents, and other openings are covered with 1/8 in mesh screen. 
√ Choose non-flammable ground covers like brick and decorative stone instead of bark or wood chips. 
√ Use tempered, double-pane glass for windows and skylights instead of single pane glass. 
√ As a final check, take a stroll around your home, garage, and outbuildings.  If you see a place where you 

would not feel comfortable lighting a match, throwing it down, and walking away, you still have some 
Firewise work to do. 

 

30 feet around structures: 
√ Keep the grass cut short, well watered, and free of leaves, needles, and branches. 
√ Trees and shrubs in this area should be well spaced and preferably restricted to deciduous species 

(those with leaves).  If you have evergreens (those with needles), keep them spaced with at least 15 feet 
between their branches. 

√ Look for potential “fuses” like wooden walkways, fences, and weedy gardens that reach from the woods 
to your buildings.  Break these up with patios or green lawn. 

√ Keep flammables like lumber or firewood piles out of this area. 
√ Make sure your driveway is wide enough and has enough overhead clearance for a 

large fire engine. 
 

30 to 100 feet around structures: 
√ Thin trees so that the branches are at least 10 feet apart. 
√ Prune limbs 6 to 10 feet up the trunk.  This reduces the “ladder fuels” that would 

allow a fire to move from the ground, to the treetops, and from tree to tree. 
√ Keep dead and down trees, shrubs, and branches on the forest floor to a minimum. 

 

FISHING & BOATING VIOLATIONS 
 

Please remember, if you see something that you know or suspect is against the 
law or dangerous, please contact a local DNR warden.  Our eyes and calls can as-
sist them in making the Chippewa Flowage a safer and better place for all.  All calls 
are kept confidential. 

1-800-TIP-WDNR (847-9367) 
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Looking for ways YOU can make a difference? 
Below are some volunteer jobs 

where you can help the CFAPOA help the Chippewa Flowage. 
� Adopt-A-Shoreline Program— 12 volunteers are needed to survey unassigned shorelines and remove 

purple loosestrife in August.  Please contact Dennis Clagett (715-462-4814) for more information. 

� Annual Picnic/Meeting Equipment — 6 volunteers are needed to help set-up tables and chairs and 6 vol-
unteers are needed to take down table and chairs for this event.  Please contact Nancy Ruhlow (715-945-
2340) for more information. 

� Annual Picnic/Meeting Food—3 volunteers are needed to assist with setting out the food and 3 volunteers 
are needed to remove the food for this event.  Please contact Nancy Ruhlow (715-945-2340) for more 
information. 

� Annual Picnic/Meeting Desserts—12 volunteers are needed to bring dessert items for this event.  Please 
contact Nancy Ruhlow (715-945-2340) for more information. 

� Beetle Program — 6 volunteers are needed to assist with the beetle rearing and release program that 
helps control the growth of purple loosestrife on the Flowage.  Please contact Dennis Clagett (715-462-
4814)  for more information. 

� Clean Boat/Clean Water Program — 4 volunteers are needed to help distribute information to local resi-
dents and visitors.  Please contact Chris Jeffords (715-945-3085) for more information. 

� New Member Recruitment Program — 6 volunteers are needed to help distribute and/or mail brochures 
about CFAPOA to local property owners and renters who don’t already belong.  Please contact Nancy 
Ruhlow (715-945-2340) for more information. 

� New Member Welcome Program — 1 volunteer is needed to assemble packets of information for distribu-
tion to new members.  Please contact Nancy Ruhlow (715-945-2340) for more information. 

� Oxygen Monitoring Program — 4 volunteers are needed to help take oxygen readings in different loca-
tions on the Flowage in the winter.  Please contact Terry Kinderman (715-462-3733) for more information. 

� Oxygen Monitoring Program — 1 volunteer is needed to organize and maintain data collected.  Please 
contact Terry Kinderman (715-462-3733) for more information. 

� Shoreline Erosion Control — Volunteers may be needed to help stabilize eroding banks.  Please contact 
Terry Moe (715-462-3033) for more information. 

 

If you’d prefer to email the committee chair, 
email addresses are located in your CFAPOA Directory or email them at cfapoa@yahoo.com. 

 

All volunteers welcome. 
Please feel free to volunteer for as many committees as you’d like. 
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Newsletter Editor: Barb Schweig     Newsletter Advisors: CFAPOA Board Members 

MEMBERSHIP 

Our 2008-09 membership is now 380.  New and re-
turning members are always welcome.  An applica-
tion is located on page 11 and it can be found online 
at www.cfapoa.org also.  Just click on “JOIN.”  Any-
one who owns property within 2 miles of the Chip-
pewa Flowage is eligible to join.  Please encourage 
your friends and neighbors to join us if they’re eligi-
ble and are not current members. 
 

2009-10 BOARD OPENINGS 
5 Board positions are up for election at 
our Annual Meeting in August.  The 4 
directorships are currently held by 
Diane Collins, Donna Gilbertson, Terry 
Kinderman, and Marl Reeder.  The 

secretary’s position is currently held by Barb 
Schweig.  A slate of nominations will be presented 
by the current Board of Directors to fill these open-
ings.  If you are interested in joining the Board, 
please contact any current Board member as soon 
as possible.  Nominations will be accepted and voted 
on at the Annual Meeting.  
 

CONDOLENCES 
We extend our sincere sympathies to member Gail 
Michalsen on the passing of her husband Bill on May 
22nd.  They have been long time property owners on 
the Chippewa Flowage (Sandy Point Road) and long 
time members of CFAPOA. 
 

WINTER NEWSLETTER CORRECTION 
Page 7 — Reservoir Forecast from Xcel … Should 
have read “Typical Spring Full Level: 1313.0 ft. 
 

BEST WISHES 
Best wishes to Paul and Dolores 
Freund on their June 22nd wedding.  
Paul has been a CFAPOA member and 
owned a home on Sandy Point Road 
for many years.  He and Dolores now 
enjoy this area together as much as possible. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
And, job well done to CFAPOA members Jim and 
Jane Montag, on their successful completion of the 
EMT Basic Class.  They were required to show profi-

ciency in all areas of patient 
care and ride along on ambu-
lance runs.  Thanks for being 
ready and willing to help us! 

 

CFAPOA 2008-09 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 Doug Kurtzweil, Chair 462-9679 
 Marl Reeder, Vice Chair  945-2286 
 Barb Schweig, Secretary  945-2340 
 Patti Jeffords, Treasurer  945-3085 
 Dennis Clagett 462-4814 
 Diane Collins 462-4719 
 Barb Czarnecki 462-9731 
 Donna Gilbertson 945-2817 
 Chris Jeffords 945-3085 
 John Kaiser 462-3450 
 Terry Kinderman 462-3733 
 Terry Moe 462-3033 
 Nancy Ruhlow 945-2340 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
We’re always interested in your opinions and com-
ments.  Contact us anytime at CFAPOA, PO Box 
555 ,  Hayward ,  WI  54843-0555  OR 
cfapoa@yahoo.com OR www.cfapoa.org   And, 
please remember to let us know of any change(s) in 
your addresses, phone numbers or email. 
 

MEMORIALS 
CFAPOA respectfully accepts donations in the name 
of members and friends of the Chippewa Flowage.  
To make a donation, just send your check and the 
person’s name and address to us.  The family will be 
notified of your donation.  Current donations will be 
used for CFAPOA conservation projects, unless 
specified differently by you. 

 

REMINDER: 

2009—2010 

CFAPOA DUES 

ARE DUE  

AUGUST 2nd 
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 8/2/09 Annual Meeting & Picnic at Deer Run Resort 
 8/6/09 CFAPOA Board Meeting — 7 pm at Town of Hunter Hall 

 9/3/09 CFAPOA Board Meeting — 7 pm at Town of Hunter Hall 

 10/1/09 CFAPOA Board Meeting — 7 pm at Town of Hunter Hall 

 11/5/09 CFAPOA Board Meeting — 4 pm at Town of Hunter Hall 

Please mark your calendar 

CHIPPEWA FLOWAGE AREA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. BOX  555 
HAYWARD, WI  54843-0555 


